NOTICE TO ALL RESIDENTS

REGARDING ROOF RATS
There are several steps homeowners can and should take to prevent and minimize the rodent’s length of stay and possible ensuing damage.  If you have a rat problem, so do your neighbors. Pass along this information.

Roof Rat Description

Roof rats are dark brown to black in color and measure 13 to 18 inches in length including tail.  They weigh 5-9 ounces, are slender, and their ears are large and nearly hairless.  Their droppings are long and cylindrical.

Nesting Requirements

Roof rats nest outside in trees, woodpiles, storage outbuildings, landscape debris, and in dense vegetation, such as oleanders.  Inside, roof rats prefer to nest in the upper levels of a building in the attic and ceiling areas.

Food Preferences

Typical food is fresh citrus and apple fruits, plant material, pecans, wild bird seed, vegetables from gardens and pet foods left outside. Water is key to the rodent’s survival, such as pools, ponds and landscape irrigation.

Indication of Roof Rat Presence

Hollowed out citrus attached to the tree, as well as on the ground.  Smudge marks can be found around openings and ledges.  Be vigilant for rat droppings, nests in attics and storage rooms, gnawing marks, and pet excitement.  

Potential Damage

Rats do damage by gnawing door frames, woodwork, plastic piping, upholstery, electrical, alarm and telephone wires, as well as contaminating stored foods.  They have been known to chew automotive hoses and wiring.

Rat Eradication Methods

A combination of poisons and traps properly placed and maintained will easily rid your property of any roof rat activity.  Both traps and poisons should be placed in containers to protect children, pets and wild birds.

Rat Proofing

1. Inspect your attic, laundry room and garage for possible entry locations and seal accordingly.

2. Manicure landscape, thin hedges, trim trees from roof edges and remove all debris from property.

3. Keep pet waste cleaned from yard, do not leave pet food outside overnight.

4. Promptly pick up any fallen fruit and nuts from yard area.

5. Harvest your citrus crops promptly and completely when roof rats are present. 

Personal Use Bait Stations (PUBS)

Personal use bait stations are offered by the NEIGHBORtoNEIGHBOR Campaign (see number below) for $5.00 each.  This includes the bait station and instructions on how and where to install.  The resident is fully responsible for purchasing and placing the recommended poison in the bait station. Read and follow directions and warnings on poison label.  The bait station is ideal for people who have lush landscapes, unpicked citrus, pecan trees, figs, date palms, pomegranates, apples, and peaches. The roof rats are attracted to these areas because of their search for food and water. They are prone to take the poison bait, leave the PUBS and usually die outside within 3 to 5 days. Dead rats should be sealed in plastic bags and placed in the trash.

To report a complaint, call the Maricopa County Citizen’s Environmental Complaint Line at 602-506-6616.  For more information about controlling and eliminating roof rats, contact Barry E. Paceley, director of  the Arcadia NEIGHBORtoNEIGHBOR Campaign at 602-273-0435or visit the web site, www.roofrat.net.
